
RULES OF PLAY
The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews

LOCAL RULES
1. OUT OF BOUNDS (Rule 27)
 a ball is out of bounds if it is 
 a. Over any boundary fence or hedge or
 b. Beyond any line of white stakes

2. WATER HAZARDS (Rule 26)
 a. Water hazards are defi ned by yellow stakes
 b. Lateral water hazards are defi ned by red stakes

3. STONES IN BUNKERS
 are movable obstructions (rule 24-1)

4. IMMOVABLE OBSTRUCTIONS (Rule 24-2)
 a. All tarmac paths (including adjacent  drainage ditches) 
 b. Stone Tee and Directional information plaques 
 c. All irrigation pipes

5. STAKED TREES
 are immovable obstructions and relief MUST  be taken in
 accordance with Rule 24-2

6. FIXED SPRINKLER HEADS
 all fi xed sprinkler heads are immovable obstructions and relief from 

interference by them may be obtained under Rule 24-2. In addition, 
if such an obstruction on or within two club lengths of the putting 
green of the hole being played intervenes on the line of play between 
the ball and the hole, the player may obtain relief without penalty as 
follows: If the ball lies off  the putting green but not in a hazard and is 
within two club lengths of the intervening obstruction, it may be lifted, 
cleaned and dropped at the nearest point to where the ball lay which

 a. is not nearer the hole
 b. avoids such intervention and
 c. is not in a hazard or on a putting green

OTHER LOCAL RULES ARE DISPLAYED ON THE MAIN 
NOTICE BOARD IN THE CLUBHOUSE AND ON THE 1ST TEE

PENALTY FOR BREACH OF LOCAL RULE
Match Play – loss of hole, Stroke Play – 2 strokes

Please replace all divots and repair pitchmarks
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